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City flaneur is a free city wanderer who experiences and observes the pulse and attitudes of modern cities from a
detached angle. Caught in the wave of modern social development, we find ourselves conditioned by the urbanized
lifestyle. While activities are concentrated in fixed environments, the dense population is always mobile. We come
across many people everyday yet they are all alienated strangers. The scenes change and alternate like footages,
flashing across so rapidly, fading away hastily that it is impossible to grasp one's collective memories.

Susan Sontag (1933-2004), a well-known American essayist, novelist, intellectual and activist, made penetrating remarks
on the connection between flaneur and photography in her book On Photography(1973). She wrote:

...The photographer is an armed version of the solitary walker reconnoitering, stalking, cruising
the urban inferno, the voyeuristic stroller who discovers the city as a landscape of voluptuous
extremes. Adept of the joys of watching, connoisseur of empathy, the flaneur finds the world
"picturesque”...

Urban cities are eccentricities, and Hong Kong is one of them. People are not distributed across the land on earth.
Instead, they move in dense crowd at many levels of space that exist from underground to mid-air. Numerous intertwining
spaces are separated by concrete walls, yet the scenes differ so widely in each cubicle. It is indeed a melting pot of
people from all walks of life. Exploring the bittersweet world, the photographer takes positive part with a disassociated
attitude and captures images by observing all the happenings in the streets and peeping through the window either
in or out. Presented in the theme City Flaneur, "Hong Kong Photography Series" Exhibition 2 exposes the audience
to a group of documentary photographers and their works from the 1950s to this day. These artists express their heart
to the society in humanism.

Chatting about photography and arts in Hong Kong, a local scholar said to me that over the last 50 years, many
two-dimensional art media have lost their colour and some
have even moved backwards. Perhaps only photography has
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different interfaces. In this day and age, professional

photographers and the masses alike are surrounded by cameras Lesley Lau, Curator (Art), Hong Kong Heritage Museum

and photographic images. To promote the art of photography,

the Hong Kong Heritage Museum introduced the "Hong Kong

Photography Series" in 2009. The first event of the series, "The Verve of Light and Shadow: Master Photographers Tchan
Fou-li - Kan Hing-fook - Leo KK. Wong', showcased works of three seasoned artists to revisit the heyday of pictorial
photography in Hong Kong. We are delighted to present the second exhibition of the series — "City Flaneur: Social
Documentary Photography" In addition to showing brilliant works of 34 individuals and an art duo, the museum is
working closely with the photographic circle for this latest event. To inspire more innovative curatorial ideas, individual
curators are invited to collaborate with our in-house team. The guest curatorial team includes Joseph Hon-kee Fung,
a highly distinguished photographer and educator, Blues Kai-yu Wong, co-founder of pH5 Photo Group, and Suk-ki
Wong, lecturer at the Academy of Visual Arts of Hong Kong Baptist University. Thanks to the generous assistance of
Mr Fung, we are most fortunate to receive sponsorship from Canon Hongkong Company Limited on the production
of the exhibition catalogue. For this fervent support we express our deepest gratitude to Canon. The voluminous
catalogue features the works and information of all exhibiting photographers, the detailed interpretation by the guest
curators, as well as incisive commentaries on social documentary photography by celebrated intellectuals Edwin K. Lai,
Yeung Yang and Damian Wai-pang Cheng. We sincerely hope this catalogue will become a record of academic research
and commemorative value for Hong Kong documentary photography. A large-scale forum will also be organized later
during the exhibition to instigate more in-depth look at the past and future development of Hong Kong
photography.

Last but not least, | would like to thank all photographers who have taken part in this exhibition for their great support.
Special appreciation also goes to friends from all circles who have benefited us with valuable inputs during the
preparation of this event.





