


Roman Tam wore this costume with
peacock feathers when performing
in concert Roman Tam's Glorious
Stage |
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Champion Award of Japan for Singers | 1975

It was a singing contest held by Yomiuri Telecasting
Corporation in Japan, where was shown every
week on television in Japan. There were five

professional singers participating in the
contest each time. Any singer who won
the first in the contest for ten times
would receive the Champion Award.
Roman Tam was the first non-

Japanese singer who
won the Champion
Award in this
contest.
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The Laser | 1980s - 1990s




Roman Tam recorded an album
Aisyuh No Last Page during the

EVEOARRERATERNBE time he was establishing his career
ER(RENRR-F) | 19765 in Japan | 1976
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Record album: The Singing Escort | 1969

Roman Tam joined the Mandarin pop scene in backstage
singing for the film The Singing Escort.




{hZERTY ) Record Album: The

BBIEE | 19785 P Romantic Swordsman | 1978

] =3 LT i Roman Tam sang the theme song
BAZEMRETRRAR £53 of much-loved TVB costume drama

CNERD) AT B - BB by series The Romantic Swordsman. It
FREA - took global Chinese markets by storm,
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BUERENBERT Advertisement of Roman Tam's first
BESNSEES [ 19785 concert at the Lee Theatre | 1978
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The Charismatic Musical
Life of Roman Tam

BE AT HREE X
Western Pop Music and
Roman Tam
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Mandarin Pop Songs and
Roman Tam

21.12.2011 - 30.7.2012
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Hong Kong Heritage Museum | Thematic Gallery 6

B | Opening hours
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Mondays, Wednesday to Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sundays and public holidays 10am — 7pm
Christmas Eve and Lunar New Year's Eve 10am - 5pm
Closing day: Tuesdays (except public holidays) and
the first two days of the Lunar New Year
Free admission on Wednesdays
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Cantopop and Roman Tam
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The Stage and Roman Tam
LUERG . B

Hong Kong Pop’s Role Model:
Roman Tam




Originally named Tam Pak-sin, Roman Tam was born in Guangxi in 1945. Roman came to Hong
Kong from Guangzhou on his own in 1962. He found employment as a gatekeeper at the Lai Chi
Kok Amusement Park and then a bank clerk. With his passion and determination for music and
the stage, Roman formed a band to perform English pop songs in bars and lounges. He
progressed to being a backstage singer for local films, where he attracted attention for his vocal
skills in his interpretations of Mandarin songs and reached the height of his career with Canto-
pop. His artistic talents then extended to the musical stage!

EVH(EXNARER) Y Specially-designed by renowned
LPREG L BEHBR EZ ; designer Mr Eddie Lau, this silver
ana 3 ; grey tuxedo was worn by Roman
Rt MBS R EREIR d Tam at his farewell concert
fiak st AVsR A B R K 5t Rornan Tam’s Glorious

REET M - | 19965 s Y Stage. | 1996




Roman Tam on the stage | 1980s
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Roman was a symbolic figure as Cantopop entered its golden era: he was a key driver in the
development of the genre and invested tireless efforts in raising this local and shared cultural form
to a higher level. The songs that Roman performed, such as Bright Future and The Romantic
Swordsman from the 1970s, were seminal in establishing the standing of Cantopop in Hong
Kong's music culture, while his release of concept albums created the art of specialisation in the
genre. What's more, Roman worked with a number of different orchestras around the world,
trying to elevate the genre to a level that demanded appreciation as an art. His dedication to
merging different cultures was phenomenal. Roman was also an active philanthropist, performing
at charity fundraising concerts in Hong Kong, on the mainland and other locations around the
world as his way of giving back to society. The countless awards he received serve as testimony
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Styling photo of Roman Tam | 1970s
Roman Tam had been an avant-garde
in styling since he joined the showbiz.
He was reputed as a "modish singer”.
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to the significant contribution he made both to the performing arts and to the community. Roman
was named one of the “Ten Outstanding Young Persons” in 1983, while in 1988 he was
honoured with the “Singer of the Year (Pop Group) Award” from the Hong Kong Artists' Guild at
their first “Artists of the Year Awards”.

Hong Kong's pop music culture has constantly flowed and changed over the past three
decades, but Roman was a courageous figure who, was always able to stay ahead of his time
and who never stopped innovating and leading. Roman'’s sonorous voice, crisp pronunciation,
unworldly singing techniques, multi-styled stage looks and charismatic dance moves remain
timeless icons in Hong Kong's pop music culture even in this day and age. “Roman Tam” was a
name synonymous to a true talent in the hall of fame!

Platinum disc for the album:
The Romantic Swordsman | 1978
album The Romantic




Roman Tam,
Liza Wang and Michelle ¥im

B IHE perform in Legend Of The
s 4 White Snake. | 1982
l?.ﬁ *? ﬂi'j: Roman Tam financed and produced
(M) - | 1982 ihe Legend Of The White Snake which
BV EEREH{OEBE) was a pioneer for Cantonese musicals

in Hong Kong.
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Roman performed a great many wonderful songs throughout his life, and he will be remembered
for several classic hits that will always be on the lips of Hong Kong people. The trajectory and
the detours of his artistic journey mark the development not only of Hong Kong's pop scene, but
also of local culture. Braving every storm, he went beyond a promising future to fulfil all of his
potential. The sound of our applause will continue to ring out in praise of his amazing voice and
dauntless spirit. Roman’s attitude to life will continue to encourage and inspire us from under the
Lion Rock.

BUMossEEEMFHERREE . 11 Roman Tam received the “Singer of the Year
|

(=3 CEE & e 3 g | {Pop Group) Award” from the Hong Kong
(ERTARHRFRZBERTRTR) |  Artists' Guild at the first “Artists of the Year

Awards” in 1988,
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