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The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series: Women and Femininity in Ancient China – 

Treasures from the Nanjing Museum 

Audio Guide Script  

 

1. Exhibition Introduction  

M： What is so unique about this exhibition Women and Femininity in Ancient 

China? Is it about the lives of women in ancient China or the types of women in 
ancient China? 
 
F： Both! I read the introduction before we came. We're going to learn about their 

daily routines and fashion styles. We'll also have the chance to appreciate the art 
they created and explore some legends of great women! 
 
M： Well, these all happened many centuries ago. I don't feel that it's related to our 

life today. 
 
F： It is related! You know I love watching Chinese costume dramas, don't you? I 

always imagine wearing their beautiful dresses and putting on stunning make-up. I 
think this exhibition will be very eye-opening! 
 
M： I'm more interested in the fun facts of their daily life! We usually see imperial 

items in other ancient art exhibitions. Are there any interesting exhibits that are 
related to our day-to-day life in the present? 
 
F： Surprisingly, yes! I was told that they would display a porcelain urinal for 

women. 
 
M： That sounds fascinating! I should take a look. Did you also say they'll display 

some artworks created by women in ancient times? I know women in those days 
didn't receive much education. So how could they become artists? 
 
F： It's not like that. Many ladies from eminent families were well-educated. Some 

were even known as masters of calligraphy and painting, and their art still lives on. 
 
M： I thought they learned only how to do needlework and embroidery. I didn't 

expect them to be that talented! You make me want to learn more about them now! 
 
F： Haha, yes! I'm so lucky that I live in modern society. I'm so bad at doing 

embroidery. I could never have survived in ancient times! 
 
M： Not if you were the queen or one of the imperial noble consorts! 

 
F： But living in a palace sounds dull, and I would have to follow their strict rules. 

How about you? Who would you want to be if you were living in ancient times? 
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M： I think I would like to be a gifted scholar, like Tang Bohu, who recited poetry 

and met beautiful ladies in his spare time. 
 
F： Then let's go! Let's meet different ladies from ancient times today! 

 
M： Sure.  


