
1 

 

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series: Women and Femininity in Ancient China – 

Treasures from the Nanjing Museum 

Audio Guide Script  

 

13. Oracle bone 

M： Is there a long history of oracle bone script? I read about it in a history book 

when I was young. 
 

F： People used the character in the Shang dynasty about 3,000 years ago. 

 

M：Does this script say something about women? 

 

F： It is about Fu Hao, one of the wives of King Wu Ding, of the Shang dynasty. She 

was extraordinary and was mentioned the most frequently on oracle bones among 
Wu Ding’s wives. 
 

M：Wu Ding? Fu Hao? I don’t think I have heard about them before. 

 

F： It’s not your fault. The story of Wu Ding and Fu Hao was not known until the 20th 

century when the tomb of Fu Hao and the contained oracle bones were discovered. 
According to historical records, Wu Ding was a brilliant ruler who revived the Shang 
dynasty. 
 

M：So was she the woman behind the successful man? 

 

F： Yes, but she was also a successful woman. She was an empress at that time and 

also a military general. 
 

M： Incredible! I can’t believe that a queen led troops and fought in wars. Wu Ding 

must have cherished Fu Hao very much. 
 

F： You’re right. And besides leading troops and defeating the enemy, she was a 

high priestess! The ancient people were very religious, and not anyone could be a 
priest.  
 

M： She was a talented woman and leader, and so was Wu Ding. They were meant 

for each other! Was their marriage happy? 
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F： Yes. According to other oracle bones, Wu Ding read Fu Hao’s fortune to see if 

she would deliver their baby safely. He was also concerned about her health, 
showing that he cared very much about his wife. 
 

M： If I were Wu Ding, I would have cared deeply about a multi-talented wife like 

her! She knew how to lead troops, she took care of the family, and she was 
appointed a priest! Wasn’t she invincible?   
 

F：Fu Hao was a versatile woman at that time. Many women nowadays also wear 

different hats. They have to work hard to earn a living and do all the household 
chores, while also taking good care of their children. They’re also well-rounded! 


