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The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series: Women and Femininity in Ancient China – 

Treasures from the Nanjing Museum 

Audio Guide Script  

 

5. Pottery figure of a female dancer 

M： Of all the pottery figures we’ve just seen, I wonder why only some of them are 

coloured.  
 
F： Many pottery figures were originally coloured. But since most of them were 

burial goods that were placed underground for thousands of years, it’s normal for 
the colours to fade or peeled off.  The coloured ancient pottery figures you see here 
are quite rare.  
 
M： Look, this pottery figure seems to be dancing. 

 
F： Yes! This is a pottery figure of a female dancer from the Tang dynasty. Her 

sleeves are very dynamic. The boots that she’s wearing have the curled-up toe 
design. It’s exceptional, isn’t it? 
 
M： Did everyone in the Tang dynasty dress like her? 

 
F： No! This is a pottery figure of a dancer, so she’s wearing dancing clothes, not an 

everyday outfit. People in the Tang dynasty loved foreign cultures. So the music, 
dances and clothes from Western Regions were all a part of their daily life. 
 
M：It sounds like Hong Kong! We’re also a place where East meets West. 

 
F： You’re right! During the Tang dynasty, many foreign cultures were introduced to 

China from the Western Regions. The imperial families and the general public 
appreciated their music and dances. The female dancer here is wearing a flattering 
dancing dress. When she dances, the dress and the long sleeves follow her 
movements, making the dance looks more dynamic and attractive. 
 
M： Do you know what type of dance she is performing? 

 
F： From her dance movements, it looks vigorous and fast-paced. Maybe the 

sogdian whirl or zhezhi dance. The dress perfectly shows her body and dance 
movements. 
 
M： People in the Tang dynasty liked dancing, didn’t they? 

 
F： Yes! Whenever there was a festival, there would be singing and dancing 

performances. Dancing was so popular that many poets at the time wrote poems 
about zhezhi dance. 
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M： I wish I could have a chance to see their performance! 


