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Yokky is using clay
to replicate every
object present and
every sentiment
lingering in her
ceramic studio.
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Yokky (middle), Wai-yee and Kevin in
the midst of a brainstorming session.

A new start with old memories

A ceramic studio replica that is made from feelings and memories is
going to be a little different from reality. It is easy to feel helpless when
you watch the scene from the animated film Inside Out, where Joy, one
of the main characters, falls into the “Memory Dump” and witnesses the
colours of the Memory Orbs gradually fade to grey before crumbling to
dust and blowing away. Our memories, as it turns out, are not perfect.
By recreating her studio in clay, Yokky also reveals to us her impressions
about "'memories’. While events of the past have not been entirely
forgotten, her memory of them has, over time, turned sketchy and
blurred. It becomes difficult to distinguish between the fake and the real.

In face of the reality of fading memories, Yokky remains unperturbed.
Perhaps, it is as she said: she has already reached an understanding while
making ceramics. Unpredictable and uncontrollable accidents tend to
happen during the firing process. It is difficult to have absolute control
over the results, and the only thing one can do is to learn, accept and
understand. Yokky takes life in stride, and her attitude is reflected in

her works. The studio replica on display might just seem like a copy of
past works and old objects, but with new life experience come different
interpretations. There is always a thought-provoking story behind every
little piece of ceramic. The artist breathes new life into her work by pouring
her heart into it, revealing to the audience her feelings and sense of self.

Food for thought: where were you ten years ago
on this day? What were you doing? Do you still
remember? Are the things that you do remember
as accurate as youd like to believe?

Replicating life at the ceramic studio

Going by her feelings and memories, ceramic artist
Yokky Wong replicates with clay the ceramic studio
that she spends all her days in. Each and every one of
the objects on display is made out of clay. Browsing
through the different kinds of ceramic objects here,
you can almost peep into the artist's day to day life
and her private world. To Yokky, this studio replica

is like a 3D diary. It is a record of her past, a place
brimming with memories.

Dialogue between clay and words

What makes this ceramic art exhibition special is the
involvement and participation of creative partners.
Wordsmith Lee Wai-yee and designer Kevin Tang
are Yokky's friend and student respectively. They
are also her partners in this exhibition. The subject
of "feelings and memories” struck a chord with all
three of them. In particular, Lee Wai-yee sees our
memories as something that is usually hidden from
the surface, but you never know when or why they
will arise at some point. Our memaories, moreover,
are selective. Sometimes we will remember certain
things or emotions but forget about the others.
The mystery behind all this makes it a rich source of
creative inspiration. Although each member of the
group understands the topic differently, everyone
is approaching this with a relaxed attitude. They
hope to exchange viewpoints, stimulate deeper
thinking, and present the results to the audience

in a familiar medium. Feelings and memories tend
to seem fleeting and insubstantial, so it is best to
subtly express these abstract concepts with words
and simple imagery while leaving room for our
imagination. How poetic this is !
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Those who have learned pottery would know that clay has memory too.
A piece of bended slab, even if it has been straightened, would become
curved again after firing. It remembers its curved form and refuses to
forget. And one can even see from the finished product the potter's
state of mind when he or she was working on it. This may sound abstract
but that is what itis !

In this electronic age, many things are digitalised and everything is
quantified with an instrument. But how about feelings and memories?
How do we measure these? How much from our memories is totally
clear and accurate? Or are our memories an amalgamation of other
additives such as emotion, imagination, or wishful thinking? Are there
discrepancies between these memories and reality?

| have spent the larger part of my life in making ceramic work, which
embodies my past and my memories. My approach to life is one that
is based on memories with feelings as my prime mover. | go about my
business based on feelings and memories: my ceramic studio, my time
(by day and by night) spent in it, the disorderly mess spilling over from
the racks on the wall; early pieces, assignments, presents from teachers
and friends, pieces created while being resident artist, experimental
pieces and teaching materials; and pieces left unclaimed by students,
unfinished pieces, pieces drying, pieces waiting to be fired, and fired
pieces waiting to be claimed. The scene changes from day to day,
creating an ever-changing landscape. There is also the throwing wheel,
work bench and tools, which seem to be turning into ceramic pieces
themselves which look real and imagined at the same time. Are they
imaginations in my memories, or are they part of reality?

"Memories are essentially about what is destroyed and not what is
preserved. What you can remember deludes you into thinking that is all
there is, but in fact what you cannot remember is a lot more.”

Yokky Wong

Yokky Wong first studied ceramics with Mr. Chan Chung-kong in 1987.
After being awarded with a Higher Certificate in Studio Ceramics by the
Hong Kong Polytechnic in 1991, Yokky further obtained a Master of Fine
Arts from the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2011. She is interested
in using everyday subjects as a source of inspiration for her artworks and
strongly believes in promoting the use of ceramics in our daily lives.

Lee Wai-yee

Lee Wai-yee studied Chinese Literature at the university and has worked
as a professional editor, translator, writer and educator since graduation.
She has served as editor and translator for more than a hundred titles.
Her writing style is delicate and unique.

Kevin Tang

Kevin Tang is a young designer based in Hong Kong. In recent years, he
has been actively involved in various projects related to graphic design,
editorial design, product design, photography and art direction.
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