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Preface

Hong Kong is a vibrant city with a free economy and a cosmopolitan
population. As the city developed in the last 150 years, business flourished
with unlimited business opportunities for local entrepreneurs, overseas
investors and mainland immigrants who are striving for their dreams and ideals.
Over the years we have heard successful stories of companies and people that
contributed in mapping Hong Kong on the world economy. Success in business
and the accumulation of wealth have provided a stable environment and a good
foundation for education, culture and arts developments. With such
determining factors, the population has become more and more sophisticated,
demanding a certain lifestyle with creative innovation and artistic stimulation.
"Arts and Design" thus become vital essences in the creation of "Home".

"4 X Home" is the third exhibition in the Hong Kong Design Series, attempting
to visualize the imaginary and the creative home we all dwell in. To celebrate
local talent, Douglas Young, a prominent designer/architect, and the founder of
the renowned local lifestyle store "G.O.D." is invited as the guest curator for
this exhibition. By adopting a crossover approach, he has invited four local
creative minds - Mathias Woo, an art organizer/administrator; Wing Shya, a
photographer/art director; Eric Kot, an actor/ designer; and Chip Tsao, a
writer/moderator; to explore the fine boundary between imagination, distortion
and reality. As we enter the two galleries, the space within is filled with playful
twists and unexpected turns, allowing the audiences' visions to shift back and
forth from the imaginary and the reality.

This experimental exhibition is the first of its kind to be held in Hong Kong.
Thanks to the faith of our Chief Curator; the adventurous spirit of our guest
curator; the creativity of our participating artists; and the technical support
from "G.0.D."; without which the project will not be realized.

Judy Chan
Curator (Art)

Hong Kong Heritage Museum



What is Creativity?

Creativity is the ability to invent and bring into existence something new by
using one's imagination. It is a skill that is common to many people, and if
nurtured, is the source of all human achievement. The fruits of creativity
appear in many forms and we are surrounded by them. They cannot only be
seen and touched, but can also be heard, tasted or smelt.

For practical reasons, a creative person is often restricted to express his
thoughts on a particular technique or craft. This is because it may take a
lifetime to perfect a skill. But that doesn't mean that, given the missing
technical abilities, a truly creative person cannot express his imagination in
another media. | believe that imagination and creativity is irrespective of
techniques. A truly creative person should be able to express his ideas in any
media provided that he has acquired the relevant skills.

In this project, | have asked four creative personalities, each of them are known
for their art in their respective fields. But none of them are known for creating
home environments. With myself being the conduit or the surrogate technical
donor, these creators can materialize their ideas in the context of a home. The
results are refreshingly original because they are created by people from a fresh
perspective. Their approach is not prejudiced by dogmas that often hamper
"professionals".

Douglas Young

Guest Curator
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